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HTC Tops China’s Market for VR 
Headsets in 2016
Escaping from the failure spiral in smartphone business, 

HTC Corp. has actively invested in the development and 
promotion of VR (virtual reality) headsets over the past few 
years. With the effort paying off, the Taiwanese branded ven-
dor topped China’s VR headset marketby grabbing a share of 
17.7 percent in 2016 with its HTC Vive, according to Canalys, 
a global market research and consulting firm with offices 
overseas.

Given that China is now world’s second-largest market for 
VR headset, which absorbed about 15 percent of total supply 
in 2016, Canalys estimates global shipment of such products 
at some 2 million units in the year, which, however, was much 
lower than the forecast by other market research institutes.

Based on the estimate above mentioned and HTC’s mar-
ket share, Canalys believes HTC Vive sales in the Chinese 
market reached some 53,000 units and totaled 350,000 units 
overseas last year, though the Taiwanese fi rm has declined to 
publish its own VR headset sales fi gures all the time for un-
known reasons. 

Canalys indicates that HTC’s current achievement in 
China’s VR headset market is attributable mainly to its com-
paratively robust financial health for shoring up marketing, 
as well as a better established ecosystem for HTC Vive than 
those for competitors. 

Trailing HTC was Deepoon of China, which promoted its 
all-in-one VR device that features a built-in battery, graphic 
processing unit and advanced AMOLED (active-matrix organ-
ic light-emitting diode) display supplied by Samsung to differ 
among competing models, and snapped up a 16.9 percent 
share of the market with sales of an estimated 50,700 units.

Meanwhile, 3Glasses, Deepoon’s local peer, whose VR 
headset model is widely considered comparable with HTV 
Vive in aspects of hardware specifi cation and VR experience, 
commanded a 9.4 percent share as the No.3 branded vendor 
in the market.

Fretted by insufficient content provided in China, Sony, 
whose PSVR has effectively hyped consumers in Japan, 
Europe and the U.S. since released, nevertheless, posted a 
share of 7.7 percent in the market last year, translated into 
sales of only around 23,100 units, according to Canalys’ re-
port.

As to market outlooks in 2017, Canalys opines that play-
ers in the competitivelandscape in China are likely to come 
under more challenges,including increasingly heavy pressure 
given by their investors and majority shareholders to achieve 
signifi cant sales growth and improving profi tability as soon as 
possible, which, however, could impede them from enhancing 
technological edges and creating more content as a predict-
able result.

HTC Vive commanded a 17.7 percent share of China’s VR headset market as the best-selling 
model among others in 2016, as reported by Canalys (photo courtesy of UDN.com).By STEVE CHUANG
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MIC Analyst: Taiwan to Remain World’s 
Major Supplier of VR Headsets in 2017
Global VR (virtual reality) headset shipment is fore-

cast to hit an estimated 10.6 million units in 2017, 
with Taiwan to remain a major supplier in the line, ac-
cording to a report by Steven Hsu, analyst of Market 
Intelligence & Consulting Institute (MIC), aTaiwanese 
government-funded research institute and consultancy 
for ICT industry.

The report indicates that the forecast VR headset 
shipment volume is 32.5 percent higher than some 8 
million units shipped worldwide last year, to represent 
overall output value of US$1.31 billion, compared to 
US$930 million in 2016.

In the scenario, Taiwan is expected to continue 
serving as a major manufacturing base of such prod-
ucts by shipping an estimated 1.2 million units of head-
mounted displays (HMDs) all over the world this year, 
doubling from 600,000 units it delivered last year, says 
the report.

Hsu points out that Taiwan’s HMD suppliers, mostly 
relying on contract orders placed by branded vendors 
from the U.S., China and Japan, are generally well-
recognized for their abundant manufacturing experi-
ence in consumer electronic devices, a merit especially 
signifi cant when supply shortages of needed parts and 

relatively high defect rates during production remain 
common problems that still need time to address at 
present for the industry. 

In light of the competitive edge mentioned above, 
along with the steadily growing popularity of VR head-
sets worldwide, the analyst believes Taiwanese HMD 
suppliers are very likely to see contract orders continue 
to increase, including those switched by customers 
from their competitors in foreign countries, in the years 
to come.

On another front, MIC expects the convergence 
of standards for software and hardware, the develop-
ment of wireless VR headsets and the enrichment of 
VR content to become trends to infl uence the industry’s 
development in 2017, when Google and Microsoft will 
keepcompeting against each other toget ahead in the 
race to lead the industry in the developing of related 
standards and VR platforms. 

MIC stresses that with ever more players of differ-
ent backgrounds entering the competitive landscape, a 
VR ecosystem will take shape and develop sustainably, 
which, in turn, will help to broaden application of such 
technology and related content in the future.

Wireless HMDs are considered a new trend among others to drive 
the development of the global VR industry beginning in 2017 (photo 
courtesy of UDN.com).

By STEVE CHUANG
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Electronic parts processing

ELEM TECHNOLOGY
CO., LTD.

Founded in 1988 in central Taiwan’s Changhua City, Elem is a CNC machining factory handling optical,
healthcare instrument, auto, motorcycle, sniperscope, lens, and microscope parts. Equipped with precision
machining centers, CNC lathes, milling machines, grinding machines, and various testing instruments, we also
process, manufacture, and assemble precision electronic, optical, mechanical, and hardware c ...

Tel:886-4-732-4859, 737-3069
Fax:886-4-737-3611
E-mail: elem.tw@msa.hinet.net
Website: www.cens.com/elem

OEM ODM for Electronic parts Electronic boxes (OEM) Electronic parts & accessories
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3D Printer Filament

DAY TAY PLASTIC
INDUSTRY LTD.

Day Tay Plastic Industry Ltd. specializes in plastic extrusion. Backed by 40 years’ experience, we are a
leading manufacturer working steadily to provide quality products to meet customers’ demands, offering mainly
3D Printer Filament,garden hoses, special clip bars, bag trim tubes, garment tubes, fishery tubes, special
furnishing tubes, sleeve and sheath for utensils, also ODM, OEM, plastic sourcing, ...

Tel:886-4-2699-8879
Fax:886-4-2699-8874
E-mail: dtc8879g@hotmail.com
Website: www.daytay.com.tw

3D Printer Filament PP.PE.PVC.ABS.TPU.TPE...piep Underground/embedded Irrigation
Pipe
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JIH SHENG SPRING CO., LTD.

Springs, Custom Springs, Retaining
Springs & Irregularly-Shaped
Springs, Springs For Molds/Dies,
Household Items

Established in 1997, Jih Sheng Spring Co., Ltd. has over

10 years of experience in making springs for electronics,

electrical machinery, pneumatic/electric tools,

automobiles, precision optical instruments, lighting

products, hydraulic equipment, hardware (including

locks), etc. Backed by advanced technology and

innovative facilities, we now have two factories covering

86,400sq.ft. in total: one each focusing on precision

spring manufacture and stamping hardware on straight-

axle pneumatic presses. Well-equipped factories enable us

to offer versatile processing services and prompt technical

support. Using precision inspection instruments to ensure

top quality, we became ISO 9001:2000 certified in

January 2009.

JIH SHENG SPRING CO., LTD.
No. 117, Fuxing Lane, Homing Village, Hsiushui Township,
Changhua County, Taiwan 504

Tel:886-4-769-6507

Fax:886-4-768-3303, 768-8422

E-mail: n45.n47@msa.hinet.net

Website: www.js-spring.com.tw

Staff

Spring Plant Facilities

Stamped Hardware Factory

Springs For Molds/Dies
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User instructions for foldable wire containers

SANE JEN
INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD.

Sane Jen Industrial Co., Ltd., was founded in 1984. It was specialized in developing and manufacturing folding
wire containers, trolley, folding storage shelves, stacking frames, metal pallet, wire display shelves, wire
decking, wire basket, wire netting… etc. for Logistics, Warehouse Storage and Supermarkets. The products
made of iron wire, steel tubes, steel plate and stainless steel are also available. ...

Tel:886-5-213-4789
Fax:886-5-213-4699
E-mail: sj-storage@umail.hinet.net
Website: www.sj-storage.com.tw
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A-BELT-LIN INDUSTRIAL CO.,
LTD.
Seat Safty Belt, Buckle Kinds,
Industrial Saftty Belt, Tie Down,
Hardware, Lift Sling, Round Sling,
Racing Belt, Pads Kinds, Plastic

A-BELT-LIN has experiences for manufacturing seat belt,

racing belt, tow rope, tie down, industrial safety belt, lift

sling ,various hardware and plastics productions for over

twenty years. We also applied for many kind of

certifications, which including FMVSS209/302,E Mark,

CE, CNS…. etc. Our customers are all around the world.

For supplying our customers in diversified requirements.

We has established factories in Taiwan and Dongguan

China both.

A-BELT-LIN INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD.
No. 63, Ping-an Rd., Ansi Village, Sioushuei Township,
Changhua County, Taiwan 504

Tel:886-4-768-3100

Fax:886-4-768-3940

E-mail: abeltc@ms32.hinet.net

Website: www.cens.com/abeltc

Seat Belt, Safety Belt, Auto Parts, Auto
Accessories

Seat Belt, Safety Belt, Auto Parts, Auto
Accessories

Seat Belt, Safety Belt, Auto Parts, Auto
Accessories

Seat Belt, Safety Belt, Auto Parts, Auto
Accessories
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